
PYP 6 2010/2011  
Where We Are in Place and Time 

 
In this unit, the students are inquiring into past civilizations and their relevance to the present life. 
Students display their research skills by finding out information about some evidence of past civilization 
(culture, development, traditions, buildings, norms, laws, or values) from different kinds of civilizations. 
Then, they need to compare and contrast the past life evidence to the present life, different functions, 
different values and perspectives, etc.  
 
The main aims of the unit are to make the students aware that our ways of life today has been greatly 
influenced by the existence of the past civilizations. Therefore, in the end of the unit, it is expected 
that students can come up with some idea to express their awareness in preserving the past heritage. 
Also, they need to justify the reasons why it is important to learn from the past and preserve the past 
heritage.  
 

Transdisciplinary theme 
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, 
explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives 

Central Idea 
Our ways of life reflect the existence of past civilizations 

 

Lines of Inquiry 
 Evidence of past civilizations (development, traditions, values) 

 The relevance of past civilizations for our lives 

 Ways  of the past civilizations’ preservation 
 
Major Concepts: Connection, reflection 
Related Concepts:  

 Reflection: evidence 

 Social studies  

- social organization and culture (civilization, ownership) 

- continuity and change through time (chronology, civilization, history)  
 
Summative Task 
Each of students chooses an evidence of a certain past civilization: 
 Identify an element of civilization from the chosen past civilization  
 Identify the similarities and differences between past and present ‘implementation’ of the 

evidence in the chosen civilization  
 Analyze the reasons  and ways of preservation 
 Conclude the importance of appreciating the past civilization 
 Individually present the assigned information into a free-form of presentation. 

Teachers’ Questions 
 Why is it important to learn about the past? What are the ways? – reflection 

 How do past civilizations influence people’s life today? – connection 

 How do nowadays people value/treat/ their past civilization? – change, – connection, – reflection 

 Will civilization last? – reflection   

 How do we preserve the value of past civilization? – connection 


